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WHEN SNOWY RIVER CAME TO SWANEE RIVER
AMMPT member Jack Honniball has reminisced about the success of The Man from Snowy River film in Perth and noted the film first screened 34 years ago. At that time there were 18 screens operating in 11 locations under 5 managements in the CBD. The popular film opened on 6th May 1982 showing simultaneously under two rival banners, one being Cinema City, City Theatres’ quadruplex facing Hay Street across from the Town Hall, and the other Hoyts Cinema 1, situated on the upper level of City Arcade off central Hay Street. Starting with as many as 29 sessions spread over a 7 day week, “Snowy River” stayed on one or another of Cinema City’s screens for a total of 39 weeks. In Hoyts’ realm after 8 weeks at their lofty Cinema 1, it continued for another 8 weeks at their Twin Cinema 3, which occupied part of the site earlier held by the huge Ambassadors Theatre on the other side of Hay Street. Meanwhile downstream at Fremantle, the film opened simultaneously with Perth, playing 13 sessions in a 6 day week at City Theatres’ Port Cinema in Adelaide Street, and stayed there for 16 weeks. This was a record for the longest run ever in Fremantle’s cinematic history. How greatly the local scene has changed. All these cinemas are now gone.
MUSEUM STORAGE
One of best and most respected past administrators in Australian TV has stepped up to the plate to assist AMMPT. Former Channel 7 boss Kevin Campbell has agreed to help find some storage space for the AMMPT museum collection items that are not on display. As a first stage to establishing the museum items formerly held in commercial storage facilities and member’s homes have been centralised at the Sunset Museum. A team of members under the direction of Roy Mudge and Graeme Lacey have gradually been shifting equipment to the Nedlands location. This is enabling the sorting out of items into various categories that can be developed into an interesting display. An example of this work is the home 8mm camera and projector equipment display developed by Clive Woodward. Before the centralising of donated items and memorabilia there was no concept of the range and condition of artefacts. Any member who is aware of a vacant large area of secure roofed space should speak to President Bill Gaynor.
IN FOCUS PRESENTATION - RICHARD RENNIE - RSL Hall, in Fred Bell Parade, St. James – Wednesday August 17th - 7.30pm - The Science and Technology of Darksuckers (1879 - 2016)
We used to believe that light globes gave out light. Science has now proved that they actually suck in dark, and thus must now be known as darksuckers. Richard will provide an explanatory talk on the Science and the Technology of Darksuckers, from Edison Dark Globes to DAD (Dark Absorbing Diodes).
FREE PRESENTATIONS – WIRELESS HILL & GRAMOPHONE CLUB
August 21    2 pm

Original records of Famous People - (78 and cylinder records) 

Hear rare voice recordings of famous people; including Thomas Edison, Kingsford Smith, Amy Johnson, Edgar Wallace, Sir Robert Baden Powell, Florence Nightingale, and Charles Court. 
August 23 

AMMPT member Richard Rennie advises that Norbert Torney will present:  “Early FM Radios 1948-1958” in the Vintage Wireless and Gramophone Clubs Clubrooms at 8 Hickey Street Ardross. The presentation will include an amazing display of early FM radios.
MORE DISPLAY ITEMS

Historical cinema Items such as projectors, billboards and more held for many years by showman Ron Jones in Busselton for AMMPT are to be moved to Perth in October. The collection represents equipment used by Ron and his father who serviced the picture going needs of audiences in the south of Western Australia. The land on which the equipment is stored will be part of a new development.
AMMPT has a new supporter in mining giant Rio Tinto. The company has donated projectors from the Pannawonica Gardens / Drive In Theatre and is freighting them to our location.
Kevin Campbell has gifted artworks to AMMPT including a framed water colour of Channel Seven by Maurice M. Kennedy, a graphic artist and painter. We thank all the above parties for their generosity.

CURATOR PROBLEMS

As museum curator Roy Mudge and his team work towards AMMPT contributing to the Sunset Open Day in October progress has been hampered by lighting problems in the exhibit display area. Winter rains are thought to have caused electrical wiring issues in a vacant section of the building previously used by ScreenWest. Luckily the problem has been fixed.
INFORMATION STANDS
Creative AMMPT member Barry Goldman has designed and constructed over a dozen “orchestra music stands” (see below) to hold information on the provenance of equipment on display in the AMMPT Sunset Museum. The information will include details such as the country of manufacture, number built, technical data and use location in WA. 

  CLASSICS OF THE SILVER SCREEN                                                                               


          GRAND CYGNET CINEMA                                                                                 


  WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24th 10.00AM


   “THE MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER”


After the death of his father, proud young Jim Craig (Tom Burlinson) sets out to become his own man. Taking a job with horse rancher Harrison (Kirk Douglas), he is treated poorly by the more experienced cowboys, but wins the heart of the rancher's daughter, Jessica (Sigrid Thornton). 


A 20 year old Family feud re-erupts, catching Jim and Jessica in the middle of it as Jim is accused of letting a prize stallion loose. The movie contains numerous references to "Banjo" Patterson, besides being based on his poem “The Man from Snowy River”. Patterson also wrote the song Waltzing Matilda which is heard at the beginning and end of the film.
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ANNUAL DINNER - Following the success of last year’s first annual dinner another will be held at 7pm on 16th November at the Fred Bell RSL Hall in St. James. A buffet dinner format will be used and the cost is $30 per person. Details on bookings and payments are to be circulated
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