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             AMMPT WESTERN REGION (INC.) 
SIGHT AND SOUND UPDATE
                                                                                             (No.37 June/July 2016)
SUBURBAN RETAIL CINEMA CHANGE
Massive redevelopments are to occur at the Whitfords Shopping Centre which also includes provision for film exhibition. The Grand Cinema Company one of AMMPT’s sponsors has removed their currently installed equipment and made a number of donations to the Sunset Museum for which we thank them.
THE SUNSET MUSEUM A SOCIAL EXPERIENCE
A housewife, former judge, former projectionist, former teacher, former policeman, former public servant and IT consultant all form part of the volunteer team working at the Sunset Museum. When they initially
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                                                                                                                 joined the group few thought they had the skills                                                                                                    the skills to make a contribution to museum                                           that would be useful in the development of a

                                                                                                                 cinema and television museum. Keith 
                                                                                                                 Rutherford snapped this photo of former Cygnet                                                                                                     Cygnet Theatre manager Graham Kahn fixing
                                                                                                                 the electronic circuitry of a vintage cinema

                                                                                                                 amplifier. Tuesday mornings are not all work
                                                                                                                 with a tea and coffee break allowing those present                                                                                                      to solve the problems of the world. Museum
                                                                                                                 curator Roy Mudge is always keen to hear
                                                                                                                 from prospective volunteers and can be

                                                                                                                 contacted on telephone 94191794.

                                                                                                                  REMEMBER “THE CAMERAMAN”   

                                                                                                                  SILENT MOVIE WITH ORGAN AT THE

                                                                                                                  CYGNET THEATRE 10am JUNE 29th.
THE COHANS AND A W.A. CONNECTION
(Noting that the July “Classics of the Silver Screen” film would be Yankee Doodle Dandy with its musical biography of George M. Cohan, AMMPT member and historian Jack Honniball has contributed the following article).

This lively “biopic” shows that the break-up of the vaudeville troupe The Four Cohans was largely due to the coming marriage of daughter Josie to her Fred, but without giving his surname or any glimpse of him at all. Himself a well-known entertainer by then (1901), he was Fred Niblo, who was destined to be a leading light in Hollywood films in the silent era. 
After continuing in busy careers of their own for ten years, in 1912 Fred and Josie were recruited by J.C. Williamson himself to lead a Company of Comedians which came to tour Australia and New Zealand for a full three years. They performed a series of bright plays, including several from the prolific pen of George M. Cohan, Josie’s brother.
A very attractive member of the supporting cast was the W.A. born and bred Enid Bennett, daughter of the first headmaster of Guildford Grammar School. Enid became the protégé and understudy of Josie, whose health was precarious. When Fred and Josie returned to America in 1915, Enid accompanied them and soon found the rewarding path for herself, first on stage in a play on nation-wide tour and then on screen in fast-rising Hollywood. Meanwhile, Josie died in New York in 1916. Fred moved to Hollywood and found employment with a pioneer producer in 1917 and married Enid in 1918. Enid rapidly became a top-ranking star in numerous films and Fred a famous director for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, best known ultimately for his “Ben Hur”.
ON STAGE AND SCREEN IN PERTH
Fred, Josie and Enid appeared in three –plays that J.C.Williamson put on at His Majesty’s Theatre late in 1913. Seventy three years ago the film “Yankee Doodle Dandy” played a record-braking season of six weeks in June / July 1943 at the Capital Theatre when Perth’s largest cinema was in its first year of lease to Fullers Theatres.
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                                                                                                CLASSICS OF THE SILVER SCREEN       

                                                                        GRAND CYGNET CINEMA

                                                                                  WEDNESDAY JULY 27th 10.00AM

                                                                                         “YANKEE DOODLE DANDY”
                                                                           Our next presentation is a musical portrait of George M. 

                                                                                   Cohan known as “the man that owns Broadway”. Dandy has  

                                                                                    song, dance, pathos, pageantry, uproarious comedy, and,
                                                                                    best of all, James Cagney at his Oscar-winning best. After
                                                                                    several failed attempts to bring the life of legendary,
                                                                                    flag-waving song-and-dance man Cohan to the screen,
                                                                                   Warners scenarist Robert Buckner opted for the anecdotal 
                                                                                    approach, unifying the film's largely unrelated episodes
                                                                                    with a flashback framework. Summoned to the White House 
                                                                                    by President Roosevelt, the aging Cohan is encouraged to
                                                                                    relate the events leading up to this momentous occasion. 
 IN FOCUS PRESENTATION – Ken McKay– RSL Hall, in Fred Bell Parade, St. James – Wednesday July 20th - 7.30pm. AMMPT member Ken McKay will present Part 2 of “TV The Turbulent Years”. The presentation includes still and video images plus newspaper clippings.
RADIOSONIC PRESENTATIONS
The following are free public presentations at the Applecross Wireless Hill Museum:
June 19

Royalty on Record (The Real King’s Speech) (1888 - 1953)

Hear original recordings of the Kings and Queens of Australia; including Edward VII, George V, Edward VIII, George VI, Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, and Elizabeth II; and possibly Queen Victoria.  

June 26  2 pm  

The Story of the Applecross Wireless Station (1912 – 1968) by Richard Offen who is Executive Director of Heritage Perth. He is a popular lecturer, and has been a regular broadcaster on both radio and television.

                                         NOTE: There will be no Sight and Sound in July.
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